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MR. RADENBERG: Today is October 25th, 

2001. I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire 

Department, City of New York. The time is 

now 0648 hours. I am conducting an 

interview with -- 

EMT TIMOTHY: EMT David Timothy. 

MR. RADENBERG: Of EMS Battalion 4. 

This interview is being conducted at EMS 

Battalion 4 regarding the events of the 

morning of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. David? 

A. Well, I guess at approximately 8:48 
when everything started my partner and I were 
sitting on I believe that was Madison and Henry 
Street, if I'm not mistaken. No, Catherine and 
Henry, which is about a block away from our 89, 
our unit's 04 Boy. 

What happened was a civilian had 
approached -- in fact, let me just start that 
over. A transmission came over the air about 
something hitting or some sort of explosion in 
the World Trade Center. Secondly, a civilian 
walked up to our ambulance and said, "I don't 


know if you guys heard about I, but they're 
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bombing the World Trade Center." 

Okay. We decided, all right, let's 
just take a slow ride over there and see what's 
going on. As soon as we started moving off and 
we had the Trade Center in view, my partner of 
course made some expletives and he got on the air 
and said he saw what happened right now, put us 
on the assignment. 

I guess after that it probably took us 
a few minutes to get over there from our 
location. Basically it's quick to get around 
Manhattan from where we were. 

We got there and we were -- we took a 
route down Fulton Street and ended up behind at 
one point 01 Charlie, directly behind them. Not 
to block the street because there were other 
engine companies coming in, we pulled up in front 
of them. I would say we were between Fulton and 
Dey on Church. 

Of course at this time the south tower 
was engulfed in flames. There was debris 
everywhere. People were running out of the 
buildings. I guess people started coming towards 


us asking for help. A lot of people were 


D. TIMOTHY 4 


directing them to just get away from the 
buildings if they can. 

There was one individual, he had glass 
all over him. He said he just got thrown through 
some glass. We put him on our ambulance, and we 
continued to try to get like a few people as well 
in the ambulance. 

The next thing I heard was a loud like 
an engine roar. I looked up, and the next thing 
I knew I just saw -- I don't know if it was the 
tail end of the plane or what, but I saw 
something. When I looked up, I heard "boom." 

I'm sorry, the north tower was the first one. 
The south tower then got hit when we were right 
there. 

My partner was actually trying to put 
someone in the ambulance at the time. I grabbed 
him and kind of like pushed him in and closed the 
doors, and I like ran back up Fulton into a 
little bit of like I guess a cul-de-sac. It was 
a big garage door. There was a bunch of people 
in there. I ran back towards the ambulance, and 
I moved the ambulance around to Fulton and 


Broadway . 
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My partner instructed me, he said, 
"Listen, let's just get these people to the 
hospital, you know, Beekman." We went to Beekman 
Hospital. Actually we went up to Dey and back 
onto Fulton and Broadway and went to Beekman 
Hospital. 

There was probably about five or six 
people. We dropped them off. There was one guy 
with a broken ankle. This one guy was having an 
asthma attack right then and there. The guy -- 
we actually long-boarded him. There were like 
two other civilians. Really I can't remember 
what was the extent of the injuries. So we took 
them to the hospital. We left. 

Now, when the explosion hit I don't 
know if -- it actually took me off my feet, 
because I fell. I actually got cuts and stuff 
like that all over my hands and whatnot. My 
partner, he wanted to take me off service. I was 
like, "No, no, no, I've got to help someone. 
Let's just do what we've got to do and get back 
and try to give them some assistance." 

We took him back and for some reason I 


kept hearing on the radio something about a 
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staging area at Vesey and West. It was so 
blocked up, you couldn't really travel around it. 
So we ended being back at the same location that 
we were before, which was Fulton and Church, of 
course once again still parked in front of 01 
Charlie's unit. 

Lieutenant Melarango, he came up to me 
and he basically said don't move the bus. Leave 
the bus where it is. Just before that actually 
Lieutenant Medjuck had instructed the same thing. 
He said don't move the bus whatever. 

The next instructions from him were 
whatever you do don't leave. What we're going to 
do is give you -- I can't remember if he said six 
or eight, whatever, like six patients. The next 
instructions were to take these people to 
Brooklyn, take them as far into Brooklyn as you 
can, go as far as into Kings County. I said, 
"All right. Not a problem." 

So more or less now it was more like a 
stand and really wait kind of a show. At this 
time both towers of course are engulfed in 
flames. This is when to me the worst of it 


really started beginning. Now you see the people 
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jumping out of the buildings. There are body 
parts everywhere. It just was a mess. 

So my partner and I were just waiting 
there. I think we just started to get the first 
of the few people, and now I'm like wondering, 
all right, what am I supposed to do? I'm 
driving, so I guess I'm going to have to wait. 

So my partner now -- I think he's just 
getting one person on board and just started 
hearing I guess like -- to me it sounded like the 
8:45 from Jamaica station going to Atlantic -- to 
Flatbush Avenue, the Long Island Railroad, just 
some big train just right over your head, like a 
whole bunch of locomotives just running right 
over your head. 

I looked up, and the building just 
tilted and started coming down. All I could say 
was run. That's the only thing I could remember 
from them is just saying run. I could have sworn 
my partner was behind me, and I'm running. 

I'm running actually down north on 
Church and made like a quick right on Vesey where 
the Stage Deli is I guess right here. To me it 


looked like it was open. I ran straight to it, 
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and it was locked. 

At this time it just got totally black. 
All I could do is think of right then and there 
was just to crouch and just try to get shelter, 
because things are hitting me. Something started 
hitting me in my back. 

There was a whole bunch of people in 
front of me, and everybody's like -- I don't 
know. I guess the last person they saw was me, 
and people are like, "What are we going to do? 
What are we going to do?" 

Out of nowhere this person grabs my 
shoulder and happened to be a cop. I said, "Have 
you got anything heavy on you like your night 
stick or something?" I grabbed him and threw him 
right in front of me. I said, "There is glass 
right in front of you. Start breaking it, 
because that's the only way we can get shelter." 

So he started breaking the glass, and 
we went in. I instructed everybody to get in 
there. People were coughing, respiratory 
problems, whatever the case may be. I started 
telling everybody, "Listen, there's water. I'm 


sorry, but just start cleaning your face off, 
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wash your mouth off." Guys were coming in with 
irritated eyes. I said, "Wash your eyes out." 

It's a deli, so there are sinks and everything. 
I said, "Wash your face off, whatever." 

The cop was like, "Where do we go from 
here?" I said, "If anybody comes in here that 
can walk, let them get as far away as possible." 
It was so weird. 

A woman actually came up to me and 
asked me how to get uptown. I mean, basically 
she wanted to know if that train station, the A 
train, which was I guess Fulton Street train 
station, if she should take it to go uptown. I 
didn't even know -- I said, "Ma'am, I don't even 
know what to tell you, to be honest with you. I 
don't know what to tell you." I said, "I don't 
even know if they're running." 

After that we probably stayed -- time, 
don't even ask me time. I don't even Know what 
time it is by this time. If I had to make an 
estimate, we probably stayed there probably a 
half hour, if that much, after the first building 
collapsed. 


Let's see, the first building 
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collapsed -- the first one collapsed, oh, 9:55? 
Wow. We probably stayed there like not even a 
half hour, probably like 15, 20 minutes, until 
all the smoke cleared a little bit. 

Then I walked back outside and I 
started looking for my partner. At this time the 
deli is cleared out. I started looking for my 
partner and couldn't find him. The first person 
I bumped into was Alex Lousky. I always remember 
that. He said he couldn't even find his partner. 
I told him I saw James right behind me. I said, 
"Have you seen him?" He's like, "No." AI1l 
right. 

Now, the thing was I didn't even know 
where my ambulance was at this point. Even 
though they said it was still there, I didn't 
even think about checking. 

Now, at this time I started walking 
back on Church going south, and I got back to 
Fulton Street. There was a bunch of rubble and 
stuff right around here. This building was -- I 
don't even want to talk about that building. You 
couldn't really see much down this way anyway. 


But I walked here and I walked back up Fulton 
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Street. This is where I saw Alex, right around 
in the middle of Fulton. 

Q. Okay, between Church and Broadway. 

A. Right. 

I walked back up Fulton Street, and I 
saw Jay right in front of -- I guess this is The 
Chase Manhattan Bank right here on the corner. 

Of course I gave him the biggest hug I could ever 
think of. I just asked him, "Are you okay?" He 
said, "Yeah, I'm --" He asked me the same thing. 

He said, "Listen, the bank told us we 
could come inside and we could start bringing 
people in. We were in there, and of course 
everybody else was like just in a daze. There 
were people in the bank, there were people 
crying. The one thing that was kind of great is 
that people actually had access to phones. 

I think what happened is at this time I 
lost -- I couldn't even find my radio. Jay had 
his. So I got on the radio and said, "04 Boy, 
all present and accounted for. Where is 
staging?" He gave us two locations. The one 
that was closest was the South Ferry. 


Jay said, "Look, let's just stick 
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around here for a while, see what we can do. 
Let's just not leave just yet. Probably more 
people can come in." At this time I think I 
walked back out. If I'm not mistaken, I walked 
back out of the bank and I saw one or two 
lieutenants and one other guy. I think they were 
walking in the direction of Fulton Street. 

The next thing I knew, I'm standing 
outside and this woman asked me, "Where do I go? 
Where do I go?" I said, "Usually you get as far 
away as possible from here or you go inside the 
bank and just try to compose yourself, because I 
don't know what to tell you right about now. 
It's not like -- I'm not saying I don't want to 
tell you something. It's like if I tell you go 
north and something happens up north, I don't 
want to tell you --" 

Q. Right. 

A. So I just told her, "Listen, get as far 
away from the area right now." The next thing I 
knew, you started hearing more explosions. I 
guess this is when the second tower started 
coming down. 


This time I was like, you know what, 
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what else? What else? I almost thought I had 
died the first time. I thought, what else is 
there? I walked back in the building and said, 
"Jay, the second tower is coming down." He said, 
"What?" He said, "Everybody just get down on the 
floor and just get behind something." 

The same thing happened to the second 
tower. I'm looking from the window, just coming 
down. It was like, well, oh, well. I'm like, 
why am I standing in front of this glass, because 
there's glass right in front of me. I'm like, am 
I nuts? So I just walked away I crouched down 
behind a desk. 

The one thing I did is a looked behind 
me, and the revolving door was spinning. From 
the force of the wind it just started turning. 

Of course it just got pitch-black again. What 
can you do? You sit there and wait it out. 

It says here I guess the north tower 
collapsed at 10:29. So we started off -- we had 
an elderly Jewish man. From the time he got 
there, he was on a stair chair. We had water and 
stuff like that, so we were giving him water to 


drink and telling him to try to relax. People 


D. TIMOTHY 14 


were calling loved ones. 

We got an ambulance, and we took the 
old man to the ambulance. We asked if anyone 
else wanted to go to the hospital. We told them, 
"Listen, if you're not going to the hospital, you 
can't stay in the bank. Get as far away from 
here as possible. Start heading towards the 
bridge. Do whatever you've got to do just to get 
away from the area." 

All right. So I said, "Jay, listen, of 
course the other location is up by Chelsea Piers. 
We can't go up there." We're on foot. For some 
reason I think one of the guys had found a ESU 
tech bag, a really big one, and they brought that 
in. We started trying to see the inventory to 
see what we had. Let's just grab it and let's 
just start heading out to the South Ferry. 

We grabbed the stuff. I took the bag 
on my back, started heading down Broadway, and 
walked to the South Ferry. And that was it, at 
least for us. 

Q. What's your partner's last name? 
A. Zion. 


Q. Zion? 
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A. Yeah. He actually quit. 

Q. Yeah, I heard that. 

The ambulance that took the man from 
the bank, was that a fire ambulance? Do you know 
who it was? 

A. No. I have a feeling it was a Brooklyn 
ambulance, because the unit that drove it, I 
don't know if they're from Manhattan it could 
have been Brooklyn or whatever else. I don't 
know. Then again, it could be all the way 
uptown. I don't know. I only know the guys from 
Queens and this Batallion, 4. 

Q. After you lost your partner with the 
first collapse, were you with any other ambulance 
people? 

A. Yeah. I was standing with one of the 
lieutenants, I think it was Medjuck, at one 
point. You know what, I really can't truly 
remember, but I knew I saw someone with a blue 
shirt, a light blue shirt, that is. 

We didn't really lose each other 
because, you know what, because I knew exactly 
where he was when the first tower collapsed. Oh, 


I'm sorry, no. I'm thinking about the first 
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plane crash -- or the second plane crash. 

When the first building collapsed, no, 
I wasn't with any lieutenants at all. I didn't 
see any lieutenants. I only saw lieutenants 
after I found him. 

Q After you found Jay? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. At the bank? 

A Yeah. I think there was Melarango and 
someone else. I knew it was one and one. Then 

one EMT was with him. It was a group of people, 
and they were heading down Fulton Street, if I'm 
not mistaken, back towards the Battery. 

That's all I can remember. A lot of 
that day is just like a big blur, believe it or 
not. I mean, I did what I had to do. I tried to 
keep that much composure. But when you try to 
formulate a time line, the only thing you can 
remember is like the events. You don't remember 
like at 9:56 -- 

Q. Right, yeah. 
A. As far as I'm concerned, time just 
stood still for a long while. It was 


interesting. 
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Q. Any thoughts or comments on the day? 


A. Let's just hope it doesn't happen 


Q. I agree with you on that one. 
A. I can't think of anything else. 
5:25, I didn't know that was the time 
it fell, Seven World Trade. 
Q. Yeah, it was later in the afternoon. 
A. Like I said, that's as much as I 
remember. It was bad. 
MR. RADENBERG: Okay. The time is now 


0708 hours, and the interview is concluded 


17 


